Budd-Chiari syndrome: early intervention with angioplasty and thrombolytic therapy.
We present a complex case of the Budd-Chiari syndrome due to thrombosis of the hepatic veins in the presence of stenosis of the left hepatic vein and membranous obstruction of the inferior vena cava. The acute thrombosis occurred after laparoscopic surgical removal of the gallbladder. Because we strongly suspected the Budd-Chiari syndrome, hepatic venography was performed. The hepatic venous outflow obstruction was relieved by angioplasty and thrombolytic therapy with use of local infusions of urokinase into the clot. We propose that angiography be performed in patients in whom the Budd-Chiari syndrome is suspected and that angioplasty and thrombolytic therapy be initiated early.